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I =hot this photo last February while | was taking 3 litle
road jaunt with mey friend Connie, somewehere up near

| treesina conversation, people don't knowe what 'm talking sbout —
=0 maybe this is your first one too, and I'm glad | could introduce
WL,

| think of bottle trees as a Southern tradition inoyvard aet, mainly
hecause | never saww a single one before | moved to Georgia. They
come in all shapes, sizes, and colors, and some of them are truly
creative, I've abways been a bit enamored with cobalt blue glass
my=elf, and | save all the blue bottles that come into my house,
though end to perch them on a windowesill and not out inthe yard.
Maybe someday Il have a bottle tree of my awn...

[&z & side note, my neighbor Kathy once hung an old wine rack an
the fence between our properies and stocked i with cobalt blue
hattles, t made a beautiful ornament, and i stayed there till { fel
apart & fevy years ago, | deeply regret not having photographed i)

I'm not an expert on the history of bottle trees, but 've always heard they came to the Southeast from
Africa, a by-product of the slave trade. The belief was that marauding spirits swould get trapped inthe glass
bottles avernight, and then be vaporized by the sunlight before they could cause any mizchief. Think of the
genie trapped in Aladdin's lamp —it's all part of the same folklore, going back many certuries to Arabia and the
Middle East.

One of my favarite garden writers, Felder Rushing, has regearched bottle tree history thoroughly, and you can
read all about it on his website. He alzo has a bottle tree gallery that contains over a hundred photos, which
he's taken on four different continents. 'z highly recommended, very entertaining, and you don't want to miss it
—wau'll be amazed at the wwacky, arbareal things people have done with bottles, and the link will open in a nessw
seindosey | for your viewing pleasure,

Back in 2006, the famed glassmakers on the Yenetian izland of
Murano put together the swarld's largest glass Christmas tree. Reportedly,
the sectionz wwere all blovwn individually, then baoltted together . |t zat inthe
towwn's Campo Santo Stefano through the holiday seazon that yvear, and is
nowy in the Murano Glass Museum. The pictures are just beautiful — and it
Iooks very much like a Southern bottle tree ta me, athough on & grander
zcale. &

If you're inspired to build your own bottle tree, vou'll be glad
to knowy that vou don't have to fabricate & metal base on your own.
You can arder the "tree" tself from any of the zites below, and
they come in all shapes and sizes. Then, just add bottles!

= The Bottle Tree Man
m Bottle Tree Bob
= BottleTres.com
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